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Voting Process 

Presbytery of Carlisle Special Meeting 

April 18, 2023 

The Presbytery of Carlisle is presenting 7 motions to vote on the 33 amendments being proposed by 
the 225th General Assembly. They are separated by Book of Order section (Foundations, 
Governance, Worship, and Discipline) as well as whether they are endorsed for approval by the 
Advisory Committee on the Constitution. Any person may request an individual amendment be 
pulled from a motion for individual consideration per Robert’s Rules of Order 27:10.1 

 

1) Move approval of the following: 

22-A - F-1.0302c The Catholicity of The Church: Modifies language with reference to 

gender and ability 

22-B - F-1.0404 Openness: Modifies language with reference to gender and ability 

 

2) Move approval of the following: 

22-C - G-1.0501 Meetings: Establishes Robert’s Rules of Order (RONR) as the default 

parliamentary authority for congregational meetings, and authorizes electronic 

congregational meetings 

22-D - G-1.0503 Business Proper to Congregational Meetings: Adds receiving a 

disciplinary decision against a church member (as opposed to a minister) to the list of 

proper business at a congregational meeting 

22-E - G-2.0503 Categories of Membership: Removes “honorably” before “retired” as 

the category for retired ministers 

22-F - G-2.0505a(1) Transfer of Ministers of Other Denominations: Adds the 

requirement to consult with the other denomination when receiving immigrant pastors 

without otherwise acceptable PC(USA) ordination educational requirements 

22-G - G-2.0603 Purpose of Inquiry: Adds the requirement of boundary training during 

the inquiry phase of preparation for ordination as a minister of the Word and Sacrament 

 
1 27:10 Motions That Must Be Divided on Demand. Sometimes a series of independent resolutions 
or main motions dealing with different subjects is offered in one motion. In such a case, one or more 
of the several resolutions must receive separate consideration and vote at the request of a single 
member, and the motion for Division of a Question is not used. Such a demand (which should not be 
confused with a demand for a division of the assembly—that is, for a rising vote) can be made even 
when another has the floor, as in, “Mr. President, I call for a separate vote on Resolution No. 3.” This 
demand must be asserted before the question on adopting the series has actually been put to vote. 
  
Robert, III, Henry M.; Honemann, Daniel H; Balch, Thomas J; Seabold, Daniel E.; Gerber, Shmuel. 
Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised, 12th edition (pp. 320-321). PublicAffairs. Kindle Edition. 
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22-H - G-2.0605 Oversight: Adds a requirement of sessions to “report to the presbytery 

of any matters of sexual misconduct” of their members who are enrolled as inquirers or 

candidates 

22-J - G-2.1001 Functions: Adds language allowing Commissioned Pastors to be 

commissioned to more than one validated ministry at a time 

22-K - G-2.1002 Training, Examining, And Commissioning: Adds the requirement of 

boundary training for those elders seeking to be Commissioned Pastors 

22-L - G-2.1103 Christian Educators: Adds the requirement of boundary training for 

those elders seeking to be certified as Christian Educators 

22-M - G-3.0104 Officers: Adds language that “it is appropriate” to adopt procedures for 

electronic session meetings 

22-N - G-3.0105 Meetings: Adds provision that all councils and their commissions and 

committees may meet electronically  

22-O - G-3.0106 Administration of Mission: Adds a timing requirement and language 

regarding boundary training, including child sexual abuse prevention to the requirement 

for sexual misconduct policies required of councils 

22-R - G-3.0401 Composition and Responsibilities: Authorizes synods to enroll those 

serving terms in elected offices of the synod as additional members of the synod as a 

way to fulfill principles of participation and representation  

22-S - G-4.0301 Trust and Confidentiality: Expands and clarifies “confidentiality” 

requirements for ministers and commissioned pastors 

 

3) Move disapproval of the following: 

22-I - G-2.0804 Terms of Call: Adds the requirement of a minimum of twelve weeks of 

paid family leave in terms of call for all installed pastors/associate pastors 

22-P - G-3.0106 Administration of Mission: Adds the requirement of a harassment 

policy and an antiracism policy to the required policies of councils 

22-Q - G-3.0303c Relations with Sessions: Authorizes presbyteries to establish 

minimum requirements for severance packages in terms of call 

 

4) Move approval of the following: 

22-V - W-3.0414 Communion: Removes the current requirement that a minister of the 

Word and Sacrament lead the prayer of thanksgiving that concludes the Lord’s Supper 

liturgy 

22-W - W-4.0403 Order of Worship: Adds a sentence about “signs and symbols of 

blessing” to the section on ordination and installation services 

22-X - W-5.0104 Household Worship: Adds a sentence on the importance of household 

worship in faith formation in the Reformed tradition 
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22-Y - W-5.0104 Household Worship: Adds an additional paragraph to the existing 

section on household worship 

22-Z - W-5.0201 The Church’s Ministry Within the Community of Faith: Adds 

“discipleship” to a list of the Church’s ministries that are connected to its worship, and 

adds references to statements in the Foundations of Presbyterian Polity 

22-AA - W-5.0204 Pastoral Care: Adds “particular specialized pastoral care” rather than 

adding to an existing list of such specialties 

22-BB - W-5.0204 Pastoral Care: Adds clarifying language in a section on “services of 

wholeness” to better express a Reformed understanding of those services 

 

5) Move disapproval of the following: 

22-T - W-3.0205 Confession and Forgiveness: Adds administration of the sacrament of 

Baptism to the list of appropriate actions following the proclamation of forgiveness in a 

service of worship 

22-U - W-3.0409 Theology of The Lord’s Supper: Adds “when appropriate” to the 

recommended act of providing an invitation to baptismal preparation for those who 

come to the table who are unbaptized 

 

6) Move approval of the following: 

22-DD - D-10.0302 If Charges Are to be Filed: Grammatical change to an existing 

provision of the Rules of Discipline 

22-EE - D-10.0303 Petition for Review: Amends the current Rules of Discipline to 

include notifying the person accused if no charges will be filed (instead of just the 

person(s) who made the accusation) 

22-FF - Amending the Use of “The Accused” in the Current Rules of Discipline: Changes 

“the accused” to “the person accused” wherever it occurs in the current rules of 

Discipline 

22-GG - Replacing the Current “Rules of Discipline” With a New “Church Discipline” 

Section: Proposes a complete revision of the Rules of Discipline. 

 

7) Move disapproval of: 

22-CC - D-3.0106 When Jurisdiction Ends: Allows a disciplinary process to continue after 

an accused has renounced jurisdiction. 

 

 

 


