
A COVENANT OF GRACIOUS SEPARATION AND DISMISSAL 
BETWEEN  

WARFORDSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
AND 

THE PRESBYTERY OF CARLISLE  
Of 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 
 

“All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16) 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
As far back as the late 1970’s, WPC experienced its first hints of how PC(USA) doctrines were 
reflecting social changes that are in direct conflict with the Biblical Doctrine.  Although these 
trends would come up in bible study groups, it was believed that surely someone or some 
group of church leaders would come forward and share the true meaning of what the bible 
enforces repeatedly that the ways of world are not God’s ways.  But then in 2011, the 
Presbytery of Carlisle voted to go the way of the world leaving a small conservative church in 
South central PA stunned. 1  
 
For many years WPC has questioned the liberal views of PC(USA) and their professed theory 
that “We are under a big tent that includes many points of biblical interpretation”.  In the end, 
WPC feels that there is only one tent that we want to be under and that is the saving grace of 
our savior, Jesus Christ.2 We only have to read 2 Tim 4:3-4 “For the time will come when men 
will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around 
them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn 
their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths”. 
 
ARTICLE I 
 
In furtherance of this covenant, the Presbytery of Carlisle acknowledges that the Warfordsburg 
Presbyterian Church as a congregation has sought and requested dismissal from the Presbytery 
of Carlisle, ending its relationship as a congregation within the Presbyterian Church (USA).  In 
accord with Presbytery of Carlisle’s Gracious Separation Policy, revised and approved on 
February 24, 2015, the Presbytery hereby dismisses Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church, 
Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania to the Reformed Body: Covenant Order of Evangelical 
Presbyterians (ECO)3 having been accepted by ECO as a member congregation on Nov 10, 2022 
pending dismissal from the Presbyterian Church (USA).4 

___________________________ 

1See Appendix 1: Discernment Timeline 
2We need a denomination in which Scripture is the authoritative word of God that must be obeyed: salvation is 
through Jesus Christ alone; the sanctity of life is protected, and our ordained and non-ordained leaders’ lifestyle is 
fidelity in the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in singleness. 
3See Appendices 2 & 3: ECO Mission and Core Values; ECO Acceptance Letter 



Pursuant to this understanding, the Presbytery of Carlisle, by ratification of this agreement 
dismisses Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church, Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania as a congregation 
within the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and a member congregation of this Presbytery effective 
the date of the ratification of this Covenant by the Presbytery of Carlisle.  The Presbytery 
acknowledges that for purposes of the civil law of Pennsylvania, the ecclesiastical dismissal of 
Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church, Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania as a congregation within the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is intended to apply to all legal rights of the particular church, 
whether or not expressly stated in this covenant. 
 
ARTICLE II 
 
The Presbytery of Carlisle based upon is discernment of its mission, for itself and as the council 
of Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) relinquishes its claims upon all the real and personal property 
held by Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church, Warfordsburg, PA and any beneficial interests 
therein.  The real property released includes all real property owned by Warfordsburg 
Presbyterian Church, Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania.  As title is currently in the name of 
Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church, Warfordsburg, PA, formal transfer of Title is not necessary: 
however, a proper Quit Claim Deed has been prepared and will be recorded at the Fulton 
County Courthouse releasing any and all interest on the part of the Presbytery of Carlisle in the 
properties in Warfordsburg at the cost of the Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church, 
Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania. 
 
ARTICLE III 
 
Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church, Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania shall render to the Presbytery 
of Carlisle full payment in the amount of $10,000 immediately upon ratification of this 
covenant. 
 
ARTICLE IV 
 
Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church, Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania having commissioned a full 
Comparative Market Analysis by Palmer Reality as requested by Presbytery of Carlisle, has 
delivered said appraisal, and has released a current year-to-date Balance Sheet to fulfill the 
requirement of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s Permanent Judicial Commission to have all 
property value considered at the time of dismissal.5 

 
ARTICLE V 
 
Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church, Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania has turned over permanent 
registers and minute books to the Presbyterian Historical Society and will accept responsibility 
for payment for duplication of said records, if needed, in the future. 
 
________________________ 
See Appendices 4 & 5: WPC Balance Sheet & Palmer Reality Comparative Market Analysis 



 
ARTICLE VI 
The Clerk of Session of Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church, Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania will 
notify the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Carlisle the names of any members who wish to 
remain as a member of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). They shall be removed from the rolls 
of the Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church, Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania and placed under the 
care of the Presbytery of Carlisle. 
 
ARTICLE VII 
 
Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church, Warfordsburg, PA commits to sharing time of worship with 
the Presbytery of Carlisle on October 22 at 2:00 pm, whereby we shall celebrate the ministry 
we have shared, and whereby we shall affirm our common love of Jesus Christ. 
 
ARTICLE VIII 
 
Though Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church shall retain its name, all exterior and interior 
signage, office supplies, and internet references to Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church, 
Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania shall be cleared of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) logo within 
fifteen (15) days following ratification of this agreement. 
 
ARTICLE IX 
 
The Amended By-Laws and Articles of Incorporation, readied for a vote by the Warfordsburg 
Presbyterian Church on (date to be determined) removes legal partnership with Presbytery of 
Carlisle and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and adds legal partnership with ECO, including 
inclusion under ECO’s group tax exemption. 
 
This serves as a written covenant agreement between The Presbytery of Carlisle and the 
Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church, Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania and is understood to be 
binding on any succeeding governing body. 
 
We pray that each other go forth in peace, honoring Christ. 
 
Attested 
Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church 
 
__________________________________________ CLERK OF SESSION, DATE ____________ 
 
PRESBYTERY OF CARLISLE 
 
___________________________________________ MODERATOR, DATE  ________________ 
 
 



__________________________________________    STATED CLERK, DATE _____________ 
APPENDIX 1 
 

 Warfordsburg Presbyterian Church 
Denominational Discernment 

Timeline 
 

• In summer of 1978 an Elder attended a PC(USA) Synod meeting in San Francisco CA. 
At this meeting, a vote to authorize same gender marriage was brought to the floor. 
The vote to approve lost by only seven votes.  This was the first WPC was made aware of 
the erosion of biblical principles. 
 

• (Date Unknown around 2011 or 2012):  Two elders and pastor from WPC attended a 
Carlisle Presbytery Meeting at which time a vote was taken regarding preforming same 
gender marriages in Carlisle Presbytery.  Motion passed to allow same gender marriages 
in churches if approved by Session. 

 
• Jan 2020:  COVID Pandemic caused very limited normal church operations for many 

weeks. The subsequent lock downs gave worshippers time to view PC(USA)’s webpage 
and face book posts.  Most worshippers expressed disbelief in the unbiblical stances 
supported and encouraged by PC(USA). 

 
• Feb 2021:  Dissolution Agreement between Rev Blank and WPC. 

 
• March 2021:  Beginning in March 2021 prayerful informal conversations were held 

within the congregation and within session.  We waited to discern our way forward. 
“Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” (Ps. 
27:14).  Quarterly News Letters were & continue to be provided to all worshippers to 
keep everyone informed as new information is available. 

 
• Dec 2021 – May 2022:  Nine members of the Church Family (Transition Team) 

participated in a Vital Signs Assessment offered by Presbytery.  This assessment 
included four meeting led by Michelle Snyder from PneuMatrix. PneuMatrix was a 
consulting firm selected by Presbytery and paid jointly by Presbytery and WPC.  The goal 
was to help congregations who were without pastors to determine the leadership our 
church needs, to thrive in God’s future. We were to look at new patterns and 
possibilities for our future.  To begin the process, all church members were given the 
opportunity to complete a Congregational Assessment Survey (CAT).  Ninety five 
percent of church members and worshippers completed the survey.  Survey determined 
that WPC is a Hearth and Home Church and holds extremely conservative views such 
that we are almost off the chart conservative per Michelle Snyder. 

 



• March 2022:  Met with Presbytery Carlisle’s Exec Committee (along with two other local 
churches without pastors) to discuss options for pastoral search.  Comments shared 
were we are a big tent and can cover many different biblical interpretation and 
Presbytery will provide a pastor to preach what you want to hear!   

 
• June 2022:  Met with ECO representative to investigate tenets of ECO 

 
• June 2022:  One elder and one deacon attended the PneuMatrix Celebration at the 

Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church to discuss what each church learned from the CAT.   
 

• Aug 4, 2022:  Transition Team, Session met with Cheryl Galan, Executive Presbyter and 
several others from the Executive Committee.  At this meeting WPC communicated their 
desire to begin the Gracious Separation Process.   

 
• Sept 2022:  Session submitted application to ECO for membership 

 
• Sept 2022: Session delivered and reviewed with all worshiping members a letter 

detailing reasons for wanting to leave PC(USA) and that meetings with ECO would be 
held to be considered as an alternative. 

 
• Dec 2022:  Contacted by Rev Bill Beck informing us that he and Rev Wright will be part 

of the Coordinating Council leading us through a discernment process to determine if 
dismissal from PC(USA) is the direction that God is leading. 

 
• Jan 15, 2023:  Met with ECO evaluation team to determine if WPC would be a good fit 

for ECO 
 

• Feb 17, 2023 Received confirmation from ECO of acceptance 
 

• March 2023:  After worship service, a time of question and answer were provided for 
anyone with questions regarding the dismissal process.  After answering all questions, a 
straw vote was taken from all church members and then all non-church members.  Of 
the 33 members present all voted in favor of dismissal except for one member who 
abstained from voting. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



APPENDIX 3 

 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX 4 
 

WARFORDSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BALANCE SHEET 

As of December 31, 2022 
 

ASSETS 
 Current Assets 
  Checking 
   Truist Checking Acct     $  83,296.61 

 Fund Checking (ie. Memorial, Yth, PW, Dea, etc.)      30,836.00 
  Total Checking/Savings     $114,132.61 
 
 
Other Assets 
 Market Analysis of Property as of January 22, 20231   $265,000.00 
 
TOTAL ASSETS         $379,132.61 
 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
 WPC has no other equity/saving accounts nor outstanding liabilities  
 
 
 
 
 



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


